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The 4th Annual Penfold Motors Box Hill Golf Club Pro-Am is set to be another outstanding 
event for the Club this year. 
 
Following the success of  the 2008 Pro-Am and the honour of winning the  prestigious  
PGA  PRO-AM Of The Year 2008 Award,  we are confident we can follow up with another 
great tournament this year. 
 
The PENFOLD MOTORS BOX HILL GOLF CLUB PRO-AM is held in the highest esteem 
by the participating Professionals who have continually praised the professionalism and 
assistance provided by the Ground Staff and our band of dedicated and hard working 
Volunteers. 
 
Prize money has again been increased this year and includes an additional $3000.00 for 
the combined best score from Box Hill and the best score from the preceding Eastwood 
Pro-Am on 18th November. 
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The Board of Box Hill Golf Club on behalf of all Members, extends its appreciation to Harvey Ashton for his 
11 years of service on the Board, including 3 years as President. 
 
During his time on the Board, Harvey was an eager participant in ensuring the Club moved forward and took 
advantage of any opportunity that arose to advance its reputation and services to Members.  Harvey retired 
from his Board positions in July, having seen the conclusion of key projects, including the restructure of the 
Golf Shop, and the seeds sown for the start of several new important projects. Longstanding Members recog-
nise that the success of the Club over the past decade has depended much upon the enthusiasm of leaders 
such as Harvey Ashton. 
 
Central to the Club’s continued success has been the development of a Strategic Plan, designed to ensure 
the business remains efficient and profitable, while keeping in focus the core activity - the provision of first 
class golf facilities.  
 
The Club’s responsibilities to the community extend beyond providing a round of golf, however, even if that is  
the main interest of most of us as individuals. 
 
The broader picture of community responsibility is best summed up by the R&A: “Golf courses can serve 
many beneficial purposes for the local community.  They are a source of recreation and regular play is a 
good source of exercise.  The game teaches self discipline and honesty.  Beyond the game itself, course 
management can positively contribute to society in a number of ways.  Courses can provide for other recrea-
tional opportunities aside from golf …  In urban areas, golf courses can provide one of the few green spaces 
for the enjoyment of the local and visiting population, bringing the countryside and its wildlife to the city.  The 
course can serve other purposes in such settings, by acting as a cooling mechanism in hotter climates and 
forming part of local water management planning, i.e. flood control.  Golf courses can be a great place for 
children to learn about the environment and land management, if relationships can be built with local schools 
so that organised parties can visit. The golf facility should play its full role in accepted social functions such 
as waste management and energy efficiency.” 
 
Our role in the wider community is an important consideration when developing a Strategic Plan. Already, 
because we operate in the electronic gaming industry, we have a legislated commitment to provide commu-
nity benefits.   We must ensure that the community continues to see us as a worthwhile contributor, through 
the benefits we provide and the way we conduct ourselves.  Directors and Committee Members have an im-
portant part to play in that.  It is pleasing to take the helm with such an enthusiastic working group as the cur-
rent Board and our various Committees. 
  
There are considerable challenges ahead. They can be summed up by borrowing from Peter Dawson, Chief 
Executive, The R&A: “The challenge for golf is to maintain course quality and playability while respecting and 
positively contributing to the social and natural environment.” 
 
His sentiments fit neatly with how Box Hill Golf Club sees the way ahead.  Major works planned for the com-
ing months are based on the Strategic Plan to meet the challenges we face environmentally and in the provi-
sion of first class golf and Clubhouse facilities. 
 
While it was originally intended that the key projects of water storage and Clubhouse refurbishment would be 
staged over several years, access to improved revenue flow as a result of new gaming legislation introduced 
on June 4 this year,  means we can drive these projects forward sooner than expected. 
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For that reason the Board has drawn upon the expertise of some of its Members to ensure we capitalise fully 
on any opportunities.  John McFarlane, a leading Engineer, has been co-opted to the Board for his engineer-
ing expertise.   Bruce Maisey and David Rourke, who have considerable knowledge and experience of the 
gaming business, have joined a new Gaming Sub-Committee. 
 
We will continue to look to the expertise of Members to ensure the Club gets the best outcomes.  As well, we 
must regularly review our structures, programs and processes, even down to re-organising Committees if 
necessary.  
 
The Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held in late November and those who believe they can contribute 
to the continued successful operation of all aspects of the Club, should now think about seeking office, either 
on the Board or by active involvement in the various Committees. 
 
Financial restraint must remain a priority for the Club despite the optimism generated by changes to gaming 
laws. It must be remembered that the revenue benefits won’t actually begin flowing until late in 2012.  The 
Board has just considered the budget for the coming year. The Club’s day-to-day operations will continue to 
be funded from the usual sources: Membership fees, Clubhouse turnover and sponsorship. The changes to 
gaming legislation introduced in June were hard won and will be a clear benefit to not-for-profit Clubs such as 
ours from 2012 and well beyond. Thanks go to all those Members who contributed by way of signing peti-
tions and making individual approaches to their local Members of Parliament. 
 
In the meantime, we are moving forward on a number of essential projects, notably the water conservation 
scheme (of which the first stage will be construction of a 20-megalitre dam near the 11th hole) and refurbish-
ment of the lower level of the Clubhouse.  
 
Hopefully completion of these major projects will coincide with the Club’s centenary in 2012-13. 
While future gaming revenue may provide sufficient security to satisfy our bankers, we may well be required 
to raise some funds internally in the short term, to get these projects moving.  All avenues will be explored 
and the Board will keep Members advised of developments. 
 
Clearly the long-term benefits of the water scheme and Clubhouse program, will be worth any short-term 
stress. 
 
Satisfying the needs and comfort of Junior Members also has been an important feature of our planning and 
the opening of the refurbished old Pro Shop as a Juniors Room should prove a boom for our development 
programs.  
 
Thanks to all the volunteers and tradies who helped out with that, and the same goes to all those who have 
assisted on various other projects ranging from painting and carpeting to course maintenance.   Although we 
operate as a business, employing many people with specialist skills, the importance of volunteers cannot be 
overstated. There are Members who voice opinions about what ought to be done – then there are Members 
who get in and do it. 
 
It is pleasing to report that the new-look Golf Shop team has settled in well.  Heath, Dan and Lucien have 
brought a fresh approach to the business and have been ably assisted by Peter and Paul. The latter will be 
leaving us soon and we wish him well. Toby Wilcox moves into the Trainee Professional role and we wish 
him well as he sets out on his career.  The restructure of the Golf Shop was a key part of the Club’s commit-
ment to providing top level golf services to Members, as are the ongoing maintenance and course improve-
ment programs. 
 
If the Club maximizes the opportunities on offer, Members can confidently look forward  to a bright future for 
golf at Box Hill. 
 
Members with constructive suggestions are welcome to write to me at chris.mcleod1@bigpond.com or  c/-  
the Club’s office. 
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                    INFORMATION FOR 

  
THIS YEAR’S PRO-AM 

 
 
 
 Date:    Thursday and Friday November 19 and 20 2009 
 
 Prize Money :   Prize money for the event has increased to $40,000 
 
 Plus:    A $4,000  Teams Event ( $2,000.00 each day ) 
 
 Plus:    A $3,000  Combined Best Score with Eastwood Pro-Am 
 
 Plus:    A $50,000 Motor vehicle  for the first Hole in One made on the  
             6th hole during the two day event 
 
 Plus:    A $50,000 Motor vehicle  for the gala Friday Night Shoot Out  
             after the completion of the tournament 
 
 Plus:    A $1,000 Nearest the Pin prize if there is no Hole in One on the  
            Gala Friday night Shoot Out 

 
Total possible prize money $148,000 

 
Pro-Am Dinner  
For the past three years we have held a highly successful dinner on the Thursday evening of the Pro-
Am, with a number of excellent high profile sporting identities as guest speakers. This year will be as 
entertaining as ever, with high profile speakers introduced by Box Hill Golf Club Ambassador of Golf,  
Mark Allen, along with a truly excellent menu. 
 
Volunteers  
The success of our Pro-Am from the outset has been the fantastic work put in by our Volunteers, with 
many highly complimentary comments received from the Professionals, as to the welcome and assis-
tance received and the presentation of the course.  Thanks to all of you who have volunteered . We 
look forward  to your valuable assistance again this year and to those of you who would like to join our 
volunteer group. We can certainly use your assistance. 
 
Playing  
Entries for this year’s PENFOLD MOTORS BOX HILL GOLF CLUB PRO-AM are high as we stage our 
4th Pro-Am, which this year concludes a full week of Pro-Ams in Victoria. Every effort will be made to 
accommodate Members wishing to play both days and spots will be allocated on an availability and pri-
ority-received basis. Members wishing to play should notify the office ASAP. Members will be advised 
of the day and time playing at least one month prior to the event. Regular updates will be included in 
the Weekly Newsletter. 
 
Thank you in anticipation for your support, as we look forward to our best ever Penfold Motors Box Hill 
Golf Club Pro-Am. 
 
 
 
 
ANTHONY PEARCE / JOHN TRIONFI 
Pro Am Co-ordinators 

Cont..from page 1 
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Since the last Whitehorse Golfer much has happened.   
 
The Golf Shop restructure has been completed with Heath Streat taking on the “Director of Golf” role.  The 
Board would like to formally welcome Heath on behalf of the Membership.  Heath’s team of Dan Cromie, 
Lucien Tinkler, Toby Wilcox and Peter Dixon have been introduced to the Membership via the Weekly 
Newsletter.  The restructure has seen many changes and the Match Committee look forward to working 
closely with Heath and his team going forward.  Separate articles in this magazine give Members a more 
formal introduction to the team. 
 
The Victorian Golf Association (VGA) Pennant season concluded in March.  Both the Senior and Colt 
teams equipped themselves well in Division 4 and both could be considered to be the best teams in their 
respective divisions not to make the final.  It was pleasing to see new and old faces representing the Club.  
A report on the season for both teams can be found in this magazine, with the senior report being written 
by Team Captain Chris Wood. 
 
The new index for the male course is well established and all feedback underlines that the course now of-
fers a genuine challenge to the golfer, irrespective of handicap, and holds a degree of difficulty that re-
wards players who do beat their handicap on the day.  The most pleasing result is that the players who are 
matching their handicap are not being penalised for doing so. 
 
Course set up and handicapping will be the biggest quantum shift that golfing Members will have to com-
prehend over the coming twelve to eighteen months.  The introduction of the “Slope System” is imminent 
and will have a huge effect on both how we understand the handicap system and how the course is set on 
a game by game basis.  To put it in layman’s terms, the daily CCR will no longer be the solitary beast upon 
which handicaps change.  The Handicapper has produced an article within the magazine that gives an in-
troduction to “Slope”.  It is recommended that all golfing Members thoroughly read this informative article.  
Members can be assured that as we get nearer to the introduction of both “Slope Rating and Handicap-
ping” that information will be frequent and widespread.   
 
One consequence of “Slope” that will no doubt please some, is the potential to dramatically reduce or even 
preclude Par from the syllabus.  In mid 2010, Par events will require the player to continue play until he 
cannot score in Stableford.  This requirement is for handicapping purposes.  The Match Committee will 
have to weigh up the need to play Par when there are (potentially 18) strokes that have to be played in an 
event that have no bearing on the end result of that event.  Members will be advised of the way forward on 
this matter as soon as Match Committee has discussed this. 
 
Junior golf continues to grow within the Club and there has been a further influx of new Members in both 
the Junior and Cadet category.  With the number of Juniors increasing, the Match Committee decided that 
it is possible to now field two teams in Annual VGA Junior Pennant competition.  Last year we had plenty of 
eligible players, but unfortunately the opportunity to play was restricted to a maximum of 2 games per 
player.  With the extra team we now have sufficient games to allow more Juniors to participate.  Garry 
Smith will be joined in the organisation of Junior Pennant by David Blake.  Since David became ineligible 
for Talented Youth Golfer (TYG) group, he has been keen to give something back to the Club.   On behalf 
of the Junior Members and  the Match Committee thanks David for assisting in such a wonderful way. 
 
Whilst on the subject of TYG,  it was with great pleasure earlier in the year that the Match Committee pro-
posed Josh Jansen (current Junior Champion) and Glen Pearce (current A Grade Champion) join the TYG 
group.  They join Tom Amos, Anthony Pane, Blake Henry and Nick Biddlecombe as the newest Members 
of this elite group. 
 
One of the more inventive initiatives over the last few months has been the introduction of an Eclectic 
Event for our weekday 9 hole competition stalwarts in the Club.  
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Captain’s Corner    Cont… from page 5 
 
 
The players in this group could be described as the elder statesmen, in terms of age and it was evident 
that the 9 hole comp did not offer much reward for the participants.  To overcome this,  they now play a bi-
monthly event where the best score they achieve on each hole goes toward a final card.  The winner is 
now rewarded with a substantial voucher and a ball run down is applied for others.  The feedback from par-
ticipants has been very positive,  however they still cannot get the name right and are convinced they are 
playing the Electric Competition. 
 
At our April meeting,  the Match Committee discussed the possibility of having various coloured flags on 
the greens to indicate where the hole is cut on the green.  When all points were discussed,  a much more 
simple solution was found.  On each occasion that new holes are cut,  they will be published on a separate 
pin placement sheet which is available at the Golf Shop counter.   These pin placements are also updated 
on the website when they change. 
  
The next few months make for a full golfing agenda.  November will be a very busy month with the Club 
Championships and the 4th Annual Box Hill Pro-Am.  The Club Championships commence on 7th Novem-
ber and will be held on three consecutive Saturdays and the immediate Sunday thereafter.  During the 
same period,  the Weekday and 6 day Championships will be held.  Good luck to all participants.  This 
years Pro-Am will be held on 19th and 20th November and promises to be as good an event this year, as it 
has been on all previous occasions. 
 
In the most recent few weeks, feedback was requested on the course layout and what options could be 
looked at, if we were to make the current 6th hole the finishing hole on the course.  Thanks go to all who 
took the time to do this and I appreciate the level of detail that many went into.  The feedback split straight 
down the middle on those who would look for change and those who felt the course should remain as it is.  
Of the options that looked at changing,  there were some ideas that if taken, would incur costs in terms of 
new paths, greens or tees.  When the Match Committee met to digest the feedback received,  there were 
10 key questions that we asked of ourselves during the discussion process. 
 
Are the changes to the course reconfiguration considered urgent, necessary, desirable or practical? 
Are there any cost issues in reconfiguring the course? 
Would any changes represent an improvement to the course? 
Will the effect on Members of any change, be advantageous? 
Will the effect on Members of any change, be detrimental? 
What will be the effect on Golf Shop operations? 
What will be the effect on course maintenance programs? 
What will be the effect of suggested changes on speed of play? 
What will be the effect of suggested changes on safety of players? 
What will be the effect of suggested changes on balance of difficulty and length through both nines? 
 
After lengthy debate, it was the decision of the Match Committee that maintaining the status quo would be 
the best for both the Club and for Members.  There will be particular events when the 6th will be used as the 
final hole, one of these will be for the field in the Club Open Championship on the day of the final round.  
Other events that apply a shotgun start,  such as the Box Hill Open and the Pro-Am on the Friday after-
noon of the event,  will have the best players seeded to start on the 7th and finish on the 6th.   
 
Previous newsletters have made frequent reference to both speed of play and care for the course.  It is 
pleasing to say that improvements have been seen.  However there is still much to be done to ensure that 
we all give consideration to our fellow golfers in terms of speed.  Members should never lose sight of the 
fact that it is our course and we should continue to show pride in it by taking the correct actions by leaving 
bunkers, fairways and greens as we would like to find them ourselves.  In doing so,  we all get the best out 
of the facility we call our home Club. 
 
Good Golfing! 
�
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As my term as Ladies President comes to an end, I look back on a successful year with many new Mem-
bers, lots of changes to our course, improvements to the Clubhouse and we welcomed Heath and Lucien 
to the Golf shop. 
 
Each week our numbers playing on a Wednesday are increasing and it is wonderful to hear the laughter 
and see the growing friendships over lunch. 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome Alison Tolstrup as Vice President.  Alison will be a great addition to our La-
dies Committee and we look forward to working with Alison for the remainder of the year. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors again this year, Kawsa, L’Oreal, ANZ and Le Pine, as without them, our special 
days would not be possible.  We look forward to our Ladies Charity Day on November 25th and I thank all 
involved in advance, for their dedication and commitment in making this day a great success again this 
year. 
 
Finally, thank you to everyone at the Club for your wonderful support to me,  as Ladies President,  over the 
past 18 months.  I have thoroughly enjoyed working with our Ladies Committee and have found this role a 
truly enriching experience. 
 
Good Golfing and Best Wishes 
 
Wendy Tjioe 
Ladies President 

 
 

2009 Colts Pennant Report  
 

 
Having both sides in the same division was a big bonus this year.  Garry Smith and the Colts could now not 
only rely on the support of the Senior Team in the morning, they were also afforded  the opportunity of 
playing a game on home ground. 
 
A draw in the first round against Northern was set up when Steve Gunn, playing his last year of Colts Pen-
nant made a solid par on the last to share the spoils.  The next match was the long awaited home game 
against Sunshine.  Not sure if it was nerves but the team could not hold the advantage and the match was 
lost when Blake Henry went down the last, only to be beaten. 
 
Travelling to Medway for round 3 saw some forced changes due to injury and Glen Pearce was drafted in 
to make his debut.  Glen started slowly but it was not long before he stepped up the pace and had his op-
ponent done and dusted on the 17th green.  Other results fluctuated and Blake Henry sealed the half that 
gave the team their second drawn contest for the season. 
 
Off to Latrobe the following week and another debutante was drafted to the team in the form of Josh 
Jansen.  The opponents Amstel were too strong on the day and another defeat was suffered.  The equa-
tion for the Colts was simple now; start winning or start thinking about Division 5 in 2010.   
 
The Game at Eastwood against Rossdale was without doubt the turning point for the season.  Tom Amos 
and Glen both got to the 18th tee on level terms.  In two great matches they took the last hole of the day.  
This added to an earlier win by Blake to secure the first outright victory for the season. 
 
The next match was played at Sanctuary Lakes against our near neighbours Riversdale.  The weather on 
the day was truly awful and keeping the ball on the fairway was not an easy task with 100+ KPH winds and 
rain coming in horizontally.        

Cont….Page 16 
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For some time now, Golf Australia (GA) has been reviewing the Australian Handicapping system.  Ultimately, 
the decision was made to adopt a system that was “globally universal” and thus the USGA ‘Slope’ system 
was agreed to be adopted (with some minor and subtle differences). 
 
When the new system is launched, Australian golfers will experience 4 main changes:  
  
Firstly, even if each course has an accurate Course Rating, non-expert players naturally require higher handi-
caps at difficult courses than they require at easier courses. This fact creates a fundamental problem with 
respect to the ‘portability’ of handicaps. The ‘Slope’ System provides a solution to this problem. A golfer using 
the USGA ‘Slope’ System converts their Handicap Index to a Course Handicap that is higher on more difficult 
courses, and lower on easier courses. For example, a player may play off 16 on an easy course and 21 on a 
difficult course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secondly, the USGA Handicap Index is calculated from a rolling sample  of the player’s previous 20 scores. 
The calculation process involves averaging the best 10 of these 20 scores. The floating sample process is 
better-geared to producing a more contemporary handicap and one that better indicates a player’s potential 
than is achieved by the incremental adjustment method currently used in the Australian systems. Currently in 
Australia (where an outward increase can only occur in increments of 0.1), outward corrections take place at 
a rate that is far too slow and can be unfair on the player who has one ‘lucky’ round. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thirdly, the USGA system doesn’t have a daily rating (CCR) component. We know that the difficulty of a spe-
cific golf course may vary due to changes in weather, climate and course set-up. The problem has always 
been in arriving at a system which enjoys golf communitywide confidence and that will reliably produce rat-
ings that are reflective of the actual difficulty of a golf course. By its nature, there will always be unavoidable 
problems associated with using a statistical method to measure course difficulty. And GA’s experience and 
continued feedback on CCR over a long period of time is that the benefits are unfortunately outweighed by 
the drawbacks. At the end of the day, the average golfer is still prone to lack faith in the concept of the daily 
course rating being determined by the performance of the field. And that doesn’t even touch on the small-field 
issue. For too long, women’s fields and country fields have been playing the role of the sacrificial lamb, and 
GA just don’t think that’s an acceptable outcome.” 

Note: The full introduction of this component is going to take approximately 2 years. Every 
Australian golf course will be visited by Golf Australia accredited representatives to re-rate 
the course layout. It will also mean the re-positioning of tee “plates” using a formula that will 
allow the Course Staff to set up different courses “of the day” that will flow through to an 
important ingredient for handicapping ie. the course handicap.   

Note:  This component will be introduced on 1 February 2010 . To see what is expected, 
Members are encouraged to visit their own personal GOLFLink web site and extract their 
last 20 rounds of golf, find their 10 lowest scores, add them up, divide by 10 and multiply 
the result by 0.96 (a factor known as your ‘personal excellence factor’. The result will be 
your new handicap. As you add a new round to your history, the oldest round will drop off 
and the average re-worked. Overall, our initial sampling has revealed that high handicap-
pers can expect their handicaps to extend, middle handicappers to remain around where 
they are now and low handicappers to reduce further. It is emphasised that this is very gen-
eral and may not apply in all cases. It just depends on your latest 20 rounds and how you 
have generally been playing.  
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Although a number of changes have taken place this year in the organization of women’s golf at Box Hill, the 
sense of camaraderie and keen competition remains unchanged. In place of donated weekly prizes, Winner and 
Runner Up vouchers have been well received. The 12 hole stableford competition on Medal days has seen in-
creasing numbers each month and the buddies of our newer Members have made the sometimes daunting 
thought of playing competition on Wednesdays an easier transition. We have noted a 10% increase in Wednes-
day competition entries – surely a reflection of the friendliness of our Lady Members.  For those not yet ready to 
participate in the Wednesday competition fields, the social golf played on Mondays and Fridays offers a comfort-
able alternative. On Sundays, more ladies with mid week working commitments are playing throughout the day 
with sufficient numbers for competitions each week. 
 
Box Hill played in sections 6 and 9 in the 2009 WGV Metropolitan Pennant Season, playing on Fridays from 
March through to May. Both teams although competitive, were unable to take out the Pennant. As the ladies Pen-
nant teams lack formal sponsorship, funds to help cover the cost of the 2 Pennant teams were raised by the play-
ers and caddies. In a new initiative, the sale of snags and egg & bacon sandwiches to Saturday golfers resulted in 
self funded Pennant this year. Thank you to all the Members who supported this endeavour. A new format in 2010 
sees major changes for women’s Pennant. On Sundays, the WGV Metropolitan Pennant will be played, with the 
WGV Metropolitan Matchplay competition to be played on Fridays. Both will be played from March to May. In fact 
this is the same time the VGA Pennant is played. Box Hill has entered a team in both competitions, and hopefully 
will combine enthusiastic new players with confident experienced players on both Fridays and Sundays. 
 
The Ladies Holden Scramble was held immediately after the pennant season concluded. Although numbers of 
opposition players and caddies returning to play Box Hill was less than we had hoped, the entries again increased 
this year. Hopefully next year will see 2 teams move on to the next round.  
 
Monday June 29th saw a successful day with 32 teams from Metropolitan and Regional Victoria challenging the 
Box Hill team for our Salver. As in past years the home team was comprised of the previous years A, B & C grade 
champions. Unfortunately the home advantage was not sufficient to hold out a confident team from Huntingdale. 
The Salver is on display at Huntingdale, until we challenge all Clubs to again play for our silverware next year. 
The ANZ Bank has generously supported our Salver competition over many years and 2009 was no exception. A  
representative from the Bank presented the prizes to the winners on the day. 
 
Box Hill teams travel throughout the state representing the Club in Bowls and Salver challenges throughout the 
year. To date, our teams have celebrated wins at Garfield, Anglesea, Victoria and Huntingdale.  The Wednesday 
lunches and announcements are a little more special when the Silverware is presented to the ladies present after 
such a win! 
 
The Eastern District Interclub Handicap Matchplay competition is played in late winter-early spring each year. Be-
fore the season began our new Teaching Professional - Lucien Tinkler helped the thirteen squad Members gain 
extra (and in some cases - a new) confidence with helpful lessons and matchplay tips.  All 13 are now vying for 
places in the team each week. To date, the matches have been very close in this competition. Hopefully the play-
ers will gain valuable matchplay experience and Box Hill can manage to take out the event in a similar fashion to 
last years exciting victorious finish. 
 
The Club decision to shorten the 9th hole by 46m resulted in an AWCR of 71 while the Par of the course remained 
72. By increasing the distance on holes 2, 7 & 16, the overall course length has been restored. Although not an 
ideal solution, this has resulted in the AWCR remaining at 72 to equal the course Par. There is some hope that 
future course change will enable the 9th hole to reclaim the lost distance.                     
 
In the last few months of the year, we will contest the Club Championships and celebrate with all the winners. The 
following week, our Annual Meeting and Trophy Presentation takes place.  The ladies Charity Day to support Bi-
ala will be held on Wednesday November 25th.  During the summer months, the ladies continue playing golf on 
Wednesdays, although a little more informally. 
 
In closing, I wish to thank the Match Committee Members - Soula, Fran, Louise and Liz for their hard work and 
the time spent considering all the decisions we have made during the year. I can assure you all that none of these 
decisions are made without extensive research and debate.  
 
Margaret Myers    
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2009 Senior Pennant Report  
 

The Sunshine Golf Club started life in 1923 on a course known as, due to its poor condition, ‘The Rock and This-
tle’. Nothing much has changed. It was awful then and it’s awful now. It was here, on this barren and windy links, 
that Box Hill began its year in the heady, exalted atmosphere of Division Four Pennant Golf.  Those of us fortu-
nate enough to have been a part of it, strode to the first tee for the Pennant New Year,  still basking in the glory 
of our famous Division Five victory in 2008.  Within a few short hours, those halcyon days seemed far-distant, 
and already now-dim memories were fading fast.  A 7-0 defeat; an embarrassing score line. This was Box Hill’s 
inglorious beginning in this lofty company. This was us getting our backsides handed to us by Sunshine. 
 
Our returning stars of yesteryear Nick West and Sam Hingeley began to wonder if they’d made a mistake in re-
submitting their weekends to the frustrations of ‘a good walk spoiled’, while Box Hill’s new Kiwi bro from across 
the ditch, Isek Rendull, began to wonder why they call New Zealand the ‘Shaky Isles’ when its Australia that pro-
duces golfers with approach shots like Ben Bucello.  But, in the true spirit of Box Hill Golf Club, we soldiered on 
and fought back.  There were no histrionics, no ‘we will fight them on the beaches’ declarations (although the 
amount of time spent by Dan Barron in bunkers suggests he thought this was our proposed course of action) we 
simply went and played the game of golf. We played it well. Damn well, for most of the season. 
 
Medway were unfortunate enough to be standing, innocently on the highway, when the vengeful headlights of 
the B-Double that is a ‘Box Hill scorned’ came roaring in from the horizon.  Flattened 5-2 they found themselves. 
Similarly Riversdale and Eastwood (last years rivals and this years whipping boys), were cast aside, and it was 
only unfortunate losses to the eventual finalists (Sanctuary Lakes and Latrobe), at crucial times, which kept us 
from finals. 
 
It is a season, which upon reflection, can be viewed a number of ways.  Certainly, Box Hill showed it belongs in 
this new division, and is capable of some fine golf.  It is, too, a season from which more could have been taken, 
were it not for unlucky breaks and lapses of concentration at crucial times.  But might I suggest a third paradigm 
through which to view this season? As a stepping stone to greater glories. This golf team has the ability, but per-
haps more importantly, the character, to do great things. To win Pennants and to provide its players and sup-
porters with some of the most memorable Sunday afternoons (and nights) of their lives. This is not an opportu-
nity which should be given up lightly. It is not a chance to be squandered.  Be not, in a few years time, one of 
those pitiful creatures, usually found, shod in thongs, holding up the bar in a dingy old pub, who exclaims to all 
and sundry, whether they are listening or not, “I could have done this”, and reminiscing about the times he used 
to be able to swing a club.  Be the bloke who swung that club. Who did something with it and made the most of 
his ability. 
 
Golf is probably the world’s best-known individual sport. Certainly, Fast Eddie Charlton made a few bucks hus-
tling in pool halls, and Phil ‘The Power’ Taylor has charmed a few pub patrons (in between sculling jugs) throw-
ing darts at a cork board. However no sport on God’s green earth (although not particularly green in the area of 
Sunshine Golf Club) holds the same allure and prestige as the Royal and Ancient Game. Pennant adds to golf’s 
already countless charms, the collegiate aspect of playing as a part of a team: of enjoying the synergy that 
comes with being involved in a whole greater than the sum of its parts; of working with other like-minded, com-
mitted athletes to achieving a goal; of being able to blame someone else when things go wrong.  It is never ‘I’ at 
Box Hill, it is ‘we’. 
 
The Club is broader than just those who chase that little white ball around; it takes a Membership to support the 
team as well. On several occasions this year, it was noted that Box Hill had, by far, the largest group of support-
ers in the competition. Universal they seemed to become, it was mentioned by one opposing Captain that 
‘everywhere you looked, you saw another Box Hill supporter’. The effect of these supporters should not be un-
derestimated, and they are warmly thanked here. In the middle of a tense battle, there is nothing more reassur-
ing, more comforting, than a friendly face with a calming word on the sideline. Of course it would be remiss of 
me not to make special mention of those Members who, without fail, offer their services as caddies.  There are 
some long established partnerships as well as those that are beginning to form in the player/caddy fraternity.  
Whilst the ability of the caddy may not be that of the golfer, it is the passion for the game that makes a caddy a 
true ally in the field of battle.  Ladies & gentlemen on behalf of all the squad I salute and thank you for your ef-
forts.  Thanks must also go to the Board  and the Match Committee for their continuing support and presence 
throughout the season. 
 
For instilling calm in a jittery player, nobody can hold a candle to Pennant Manager Peter Schaefer. A bedtime 
story from this man would have all of New York asleep in four minutes. He is our sweet chamomile tea amongst 
the Red Bulls of competitive golf. A huge vote of thanks is owed to this man.  A great bloke, yes, and loved. But 
more importantly, he is respected by all the players. He has been a fantastic Manager to play under and the en-
tire squad truly hopes he continues in the role for years to come. Cont...Page 13 
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Now that Spring has sprung, we are busily ‘awakening’ the couch from its slumber, renovating Greens, Tees 
and approaches and generally getting the course back into shape after the fairly mild Winter we have just 
endured. To assist us in awakening the couch, we began in the Autumn by applying a high Nitrogen base 
fertiliser, this is then stored in the root system by the Legend™ couch as it goes into dormancy; come Sep-
tember, we then apply liquid Ammonium nitrate, Ferrous sulphate and Magnesium sulphate to ‘darken’ the 
leaf and to generate growth; we then follow with top-dressing the fairways with 200 m3 of sand, this assists in 
‘smoothing’ the surface and stimulates the plant to grow. In October, we then apply five tonne of a high Nitro-
gen/Complete fertiliser following with monthly foliar applications of a Nitrogen/Iron fertiliser, all this assists in 
allowing our Fairways to recover and to also improve on the previous year’s conditions. 
 
This year, due to the milder conditions, we have applied an earlier (a month earlier) application of Ferrous 
sulphate and also a fortnight later, an application of CalSap™ (calcium/molasses extract) both of these prod-
ucts have greatly assisted in the early green-up we are now seeing. This process may not work as well in 
future years as it relies on the weather being on our side. 
 
The Autumn is also the time when we apply Drive™ herbicide to control Kikuyu in the Fairways. The herbi-
cide is taken up by the plant in the same manner as the fertiliser is by the couch, including storing the herbi-
cide in its root system, but this time it is to the detriment of the Kikuyu. The Kikuyu is not ‘killed’ immediately 
but fades to its lighter shade of green for the cooler months, it is when the plant tries to break its dormancy 
that the ‘stored’ herbicide moves throughout the plant and does its work. The product works extremely well 
but there is a side effect when spraying it in Autumn and that it that it sends the desired couch into an early 
dormancy, stripping it of any color.  This was obvious this year as we didn’t ‘blanket spray’ entire Fairways, 
but simply treated areas that contained Kikuyu thus the ‘banding’ effect we had on some holes. Past experi-
ence shows that these areas are not compromised in recovering from their dormancy, what we have found is 
that the treated areas respond in exactly the same way as the untreated areas. 
 
MARK JENNINGS 
Course Superintendent 
 

ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ………... 
 
How does Ready Golf work? What is the responsibility of markers in golf competition? What are the rules 
about social golf? 
 
Questions about playing golf at Box Hill Golf Club can usually be answered by the Rules of Golf and the 
Club’s Constitution. 
 
But many matters are not covered by those reference sources. So where can that information be found? 
  
Over the past 3 months the Policy Development and Legals Committee has worked to finalise the Club’s Op-
erations Manual, a compilation of procedures, rules and policies. 
 
The status of the project is that a preliminary draft has been circulated to  relevant Committees and the Di-
rector of Golf for feedback, so that a final version can be submitted to the Board hopefully in October or No-
vember. 
 
Once approved, it will be entered on the Club’s Website and hard copies  will be available upon request. 
 
As you can see from the extensive Index, many topics are covered to lay a solid foundation for the smooth 
running of the Club going forward. 
 
BOX HILL GOLF CLUB OPERATIONS MANUAL  
  
Rules, Procedures and Policies for Golf 
 
Cont…. Page 12 
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ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ……. Cont. from page 11 

 
 
INDEX 
 
Overview 
 
 
1. General Policies and Procedures for Golf; 1.1 Tee Times; 1.2 On the Day of Play; 1.3 Competition Golf;       

1.3.1 Rules of Entry; 1.3.2 General Competition Rules (all members); 1.3.3 Competition Rules Women;  

1.3.4 WGA Handicap Allowances; 1.4 Social Golf; 1.5 Director of Golf and Pro Shop .                       

2. Rules of Golf; 2.1 Local Rules; 2.2 Etiquette; 2.3 Keep up the Pace; 2.4 Definition of "Out of Position";           

2.5 Role of Markers; 2.6 Breaches of the Rules of Golf; 2.7 Tips for Enjoyable Golf.               

3. Dress Code; 3.1 Course Dress Code; 3.2 Clubhouse Dress Code. 

4. Codes of Conduct; 4.1 On the Course; 4.2 In the Clubhouse; 4.3 Complaints. 

5. Mobile Phones; 5.1 Clubhouse; 5.2 Course. 

6. Guests of Members. 

7. Score Cards. 

8. Handicaps; 8.1 Getting a Handicap; 8.2 Maintaining a Handicap; 8.3 Alteration of Handicaps. 

9. Playing Rights.    

10. Women's Golf. 

11. Practice Range and Practice Areas. 

12. Alcohol Consumption. 

13. The Clubhouse. 

14. Smoking. 

15. Privacy Policy. 

 16. Children. 

17. Animals. 

18. Vehicles. 

19. Advertising. 

20. Raffles and Collections. 

21. Business and Political Activity, 

22. Club and Neighbors Property. 

23. Personal Property, Insurance and Liability. 

24. Other Policies and Attachments; 24.1 Safety; 24.2 Social Golf and Trade Days;                                    

24.3 Use of Carts and Buggies; 24.4 Volunteers; 24.5 Harassment, Bullying and Discrimination;                

24.6 Code of Conduct for Directors and Committee Members. 

25. General. 

26. Directories of Competitions. 

27. Box Hill Golf Club Constitution. 
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HANDICAPPING CHANGES COMING …… Cont..  from page 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally, from mid-2010 (formal date is yet to be confirmed) all eligible scores will be converted to (and 
processed as) Stableford  scores for handicapping purposes. Golf Australia recommend that as a way of pre-
paring for this change, all players are to list Stableford scores in Par and Stroke competitions at least two 
months prior to the commencement date.  The Match Committee will announce when this is to commence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN SUMMARY, the manual calculation of a player’s “daily” handicap will be quite complicated. There will be 
occasions where a player could play golf over 5 days at say Box Hill (twice), Wattle Park, Kingston Heath 
and Tocumwal (once each) and play off 5 different daily handicaps! However, the whole process will be fully 
automated via GOLFLink and the ultimate results will be much fairer than the current system. 
 
More details of the changes will follow in due course via the Whitehorse Golfer or weekly newsletter.   How-
ever, in the interim further information, feedback or queries are welcome by writing to me (or the Club Cap-
tain) via the office or sending an email via the following email address: handicapper@boxhillgolfclub.com.au 
John Payne - Men’s Handicapper 

2009 Senior Pennant Report Cont … from page 10 
 
There are others at the Club who are deserving of special mention as well and I take this opportunity to 
mention them here. 
 
Nick West this year returned to Pennant Golf. Truly the heart and soul of this Pennant Team, 2009 marked 
his first season since a shocking injury that kept him out for 8 years. For lesser men, the easy choice would 
have been taken, and the sport given up on. But Nick’s courage and fortitude has been our gain and his 
comeback has been an unadulterated success.   
 
Sam Hingeley – coming back the other way; returning to pennant from the ranks of the professionals. He is 
the greatest team player any Club in the competition could hope to have swinging a club for them. 
 
Then there’s David Blake. In modern football parlance, this was his ‘breakout year’. Blakey works harder on 
his game than anyone else and deserves all the success he gets. In previous years the criticism was leveled 
that he could be unreliable at times. It is a comment thrown about no longer. He came of age this year.  
 
Years, inevitably, will pass, and memories, inevitably, will fade. This year saw great battles, absorbing close 
contests and complete walkovers.  The details of these will be forgotten. Even, eventually, who won and 
who lost. 
 
However for the players it is different. They were in the arena and they will remember the contests, how they 
felt and how they reacted, for as long as they live. 
 
To all the players in the team this year, I cannot tell you how proud I am to have been your Captain, to have 
walked those fairways with you has been an honour. 
  
CJ Wood 
Senior Pennant Captain 

Note:  Again this component will be introduced on 1 February 2010 . Therefore, until our 
course (and all other Australian golf courses) have been re-rated so that the full slope sys-
tem can be effective, all scores will be rated against the AMCR or AWCR for handicapping 
purposes. Therefore, regardless of the conditions of the day, some consistency will now  
apply. 

Note 1: Par comps will require ALL players to continue playing the hole until they cannot 
achieve a Stableford point. This may mean that Par comps. are reduced considerably as 
they will become basically redundant when it comes to handicapping (a move that will no 
doubt appease the “Par Comp” haters!) 
 
 Note 2:  If a player is playing in a Par, Stroke Play or Match Play competition, their Stable-
ford score is disregarded when assessing any of the following:  
· competition placings, 
· allocation of prizes, 
· event/match winners or results. 



   
Firstly I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Heath Streat and I am the new Director of Golf at Box Hill 
Golf Club.  I have moved from Southern Golf Club where I was also Director of Golf and a Member since 13 
years of age.  While at Southern, I have played Division 1 Pennant, twice runner up in the Club Championships 
and a course record holder. In the past few years I have played as a Professional around Australia with a few 
wins in the Pro Am’s and played on the Hooters Tour in the United States, but found the settled life of a Club 
Professional / Teaching Professional more enjoyable.  I have a great passion for club fitting as I have seen too 
many of my students restricted by ill fitting equipment and believe it is a major reason why people do not im-
prove their golf game.  Combining my fitting experience with my coaching, I enjoy watching my pupils play well 
and enjoy their day on the golf course.  Now at Box Hill, I am looking to give the Members and their guests a 
high level of service, excellent coaching and club fitting and a well stocked Golf Shop. 
 
Teaching Professional – Lucien Tinkler 
Lucien Tinkler is Box Hill’s new Teaching Professional.  Lucien has been a professional golfer for 25yrs with ex-
tensive tournament experience throughout Australasia, Asia, Canada and Europe from 1984-1998. 
 
Internationally, Lucien won the Czechoslovakian Open in 1992, was runner-up in the China Open, Quebec Open 
and was 3rd in the Korean Open in 1988 and competed in two British Open Championships. A winner of over 
thirty pro-ams in Australia, Lucien's best local tournament finish was runner-up to Nick Price in the 1989 South 
Australian Open. 
 
More recently, Lucien has worked as a tournament referee for the Australasian PGA Tour. His knowledge of golf 
rules, interest in golf psychology, and his insight into the world of the touring professional, provide him with a 
broad coaching perspective to complement his teaching of swing mechanics. A naturally gifted player, Lucien 
nevertheless remains a keen follower of the latest trends in golf coaching to apply the most appropriate instruc-
tion for golfers of all abilities. 
 
Lucien's lesson prices will start at $50 per 1/2hr and $90 per hr with package deals available. He is available for  
On-Course lessons and will be developing week day group lessons for Men, Ladies and Juniors as well. 
 
The Golf Shop 
As time moves on, I am looking to run some golf days that Members and their guests can participate in and have 
a great fun day at golf.  There will be some new initiatives from the Golf Shop which we would like to introduce to 
the Members of Box Hill.  We have recently conducted a Science Day which was extremely popular and suc-
cessful.  A Science Day is where we assess players current irons, measuring loft, lie angle, length, weight, swing 
weight and shaft flex and look for inconsistencies.  We then put the player through a club fit and compare the 
players current set to their ‘ideal’ specifications and discuss any differences.  This is a great way to find out 
whether you are using the correct equipment.  We are in the process of creating a regular email newsletter from 
the Golf Shop which will have all the latest specials, equipment reviews, upcoming events and golf tips from 
LucienTinkler, our Teaching Professional.  We would like to see this newsletter as our primary communication 
tool to the Members.  If you have not yet registered your email address with us, please forward it, so you don’t 
miss out. 
 
As you would be aware, the Golf Shop is not big enough to stock every brand and every model of golf club, but 
we can access all the brands when requested.  If there is something you would like to purchase and do not see it 
in the Golf Shop, please let us know and we will do our best to get it in for you.  We would like you to support 
‘your’ Club and Golf Shop. 
 
Juniors 
With our new Teaching Professional Lucien Tinkler and Dan Cromie now running the Saturday Junior squads, 
we are looking at growing the numbers of participants.  Lucien and Dan do a great job with the Juniors and I 
highly recommend any budding young golfer joining the program and learning not only how to hit a ball, but eti-
quette and Golf Club rules and regulations, making them perfect private Golf Club Members when the time 
comes.  Congratulations to Lucien and Dan on a great Junior program.   
 
Box Hill now has 3 well credentialed PGA Professionals who can teach, club fit, repair, alter your golf clubs and 
offer general advice and we look forward to helping you all with your golf and anything else that will make your 
time at Box Hill Golf Club more enjoyable.                                 

                                                                                                 HEATH STREAT 
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Victorian Golf Association Mirboo Nth Golf Camp  
Every year the Club’s Match Committee nominates a Junior Member to attend the VGA Jun-
ior Golf Camp at Mirboo North.  The camp is targeted at developing golfers who are on the 
way to a single figure handicap.  This year Oscar Anderson was our nominated Member.  In 
the following article Oscar outlines what the week consisted of and what he personally 
gained from his time there. 
 

I couldn’t have been any happier when one day my Mum got off the phone and told me that my Home Club, Box 
Hill, wanted to send me to a five day golf camp, run by the Victorian Golf Association (VGA.)   At the camp they 
had people such as Marty Joyce from the VIS, golf physician Ramsey McMaster and dietician Lisa Sutherland. 
Brian Hill, from the VGA played a huge role in organizing the camp and did a great job. He might not have fixed 
any flaws in our swings but he did give us a lot of interesting and very useful advice by broadening our minds in 
various aspects of the game.  
 
Brooke was the professional who helped me and others in my group.  Brooke works for Titleist and is also a part 
time personal trainer.  He was a great guy to work with. He taught us everything to know about our swings, short 
game and putting, working us hard and only ever letting us rest at lunch. This always left us sore in the morning.   
 
The camp was at Mirboo Nth Golf Club and we stayed directly across from the 1st tee in some cabins. I shared 
my cabin with Kyle and Lachie who were both really great guys from Shepparton.  Everyone on the camp got to 
know each other very quickly, all of us becoming friends.  The camp has definitely helped us broaden our golfing 
friendships further than just our Home Club.  It has been great to catch up with many of the boys at recent VGA 
competitions.    
 
Ramsey McMaster visited the camp to give everyone a physical screening.  Ramsey is a golf physiotherapist 
who works with professionals on the PGA tour. He also writes a monthly article in the golf magazine Australian 
Golf Digest. After our examination, Ramsey gave us exercises to do to help us improve our posture and set-up. 
Lisa Sutherland also visited the camp to teach us about what we should and shouldn’t eat. She gave us some 
healthy breakfast and lunch ideas and advice on what we should eat depending on whether it’s a morning or  
afternoon tee-off time. The eating plans mainly revolve around how energy is released so you can maintain your 
concentration. For example, a 200g yogurt is great to have before a round and a banana is a good nutritious 
snack to have after nine holes. You would be surprised how much difference it makes. 
 
 The overall experience of the camp was fantastic, learning lots of things that helped me drop my handicap by 
three shots from 10 to 7. I would highly recommend the camp to all Clubs as it is a great opportunity to improve 
keen Juniors year after year.           
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2009 Colts Pennant Report   Cont…..from page 7 
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Once more Garry had to bring in a new recruit when Oscar Anderson was called in as an 11th hour re-
placement.  It was a great debut and he kept a cool head all day to beat his opponent on the second 
last hole.  Wins to Blake and Tom added to the hard effort of the day and the season was now looking 
far better than it had after three rounds. 
 
In one of the nuances that Pennant throws up; the last match still needed to be won at Goonawarra to 
ensure the division.  Making matters all the more interesting was the fact that our opponents (Green 
Acres) needed a win to secure a finals berth.  Garry fielded a side of S Gunn, B Henry, T Amos, O 
Anderson and G Pearce.  Both Steve and Blake could not get the results we were looking for.  Tom 
(who was the best performed Colt during the season) saved his best for last and gave his opponent a 
7/6 hiding.  Oscar and Glen underlined their importance to the future of Colts golf when they posted 2/1 
and 2 up victories respectively.  Starting the day needing a victory to stay up seemed a long distant 
memory when all the final results were in and it was discovered that Box Hill missed out on promotion 
by half a contest. 
 
The team has been great to follow this year and have epitomized the squad mentality as there have 
been many ins and outs.  There was never a complaint about not getting a game, just a genuine con-
gratulations given to the selected player and an offer to be caddy if required.  Other players who made 
a contribution this year were Anthony Pane and Nick Biddlecombe.  The squad has made a particular 
request that Garry be acknowledged for the way he managed the team this year.  They truly do respect 
Garry as a Manager and always go out there trying to win one for “The Gazz Man”. 
 
Vince O’Brien 
Club Captain 
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